
MGOS Academy of Irish Dance,        
Shannonside Ceili Dancers, Wingin It, 
Drumcliffe School of Irish Dance, Roisin 
Dubh, McMahon School of Irish Dance, 
The Dady Brothers, Boland School of Irish 
Dance, Dave North Trio, Dunleavy Irish 
Dance, Bob’s Brother’s Band, Young 
School of Irish Dance & Sisters of Murphy! 

We will have a wide variety of items to bid 
on for the Silent Auction, from handmade 
items, to gift certificates, to wine, to  
books, to Irish items, to  children’s items, 
to themed baskets, etc.!   Something  for 
everyone 
from kids to 
adults. 

Please join 
us, and 
bring your 
friends!    

Our annual Benefit Concert / Silent  
Auction will be held Sunday, April 12, 
12-6pm at The German House, 315 
Gregory Street, Rochester.  Doors open 
at 11:30 am.  Advance tickets (via our 
website) are $10 ($5 for children 5 to 12).  
At the door, those prices will be $12 and 
$7.  Family pack available for $30 ($35 at 
door).   
 
This fundraising event is not only the 
highlight of our year, but it’s also fun for 
the entire family!  Seven great bands and 
seven Irish dance schools and groups will 
perform throughout the day amid our 
HUGE silent auction. We will have raffles 
going on as well.  Food and drinks will be 
available for purchase.   We would love to 
have you join us!!  All money raised goes 
directly to the program, and to airfare in 
bringing the kids over from Belfast this 
summer. 

Joining us will be:  The Kitchen Session, 

Benefit Concert / Silent Auction:  Sunday, April 12 

Green Carnations!! 

Some people say the first sign of Spring 
is seeing a robin in their yard, or seeing  
crocuses and daffodils poke out of the 
ground. 
 
However, some say the best sign of 
Spring is seeing the green carnations at 
the malls!!    The Irish Children’s  
Program is once again requesting dona-
tions for our program in return for lovely 
green carnations.  ($1 / flower.   You 
can also pre-order boutonnieres at $2 
each for your groups, if needed for the 
St. Patrick’s Parade or other similar 
events that weekend). 

 
We will be at Greece Ridge and Eastview 
Malls between March 12-17.   We will also 
be at the Irish Night at Amerks game,  
Friday, March 13. 
 
For pre-order  boutonnieres, please email 
info@irishchildrensprogram.com by  
Monday, March 9. 
 
Please support our program (as we all 
count down the days until Spring!!)  

Special points of 
interest: 

> Come to our  
Benefit Concert / 
Silent Auction 
and bring a 
friend! 

> Please support 
the ICP by buy-
ing green carna-
tions 

> Consider becom-
ing a host family 
next summer! 

“Peace Through 
Understanding” 
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Message from Irish Children’s Program President, Gina Michener 

Fifteen years ago, my family committed to 
hosting our first child from Belfast with the 
Irish Children’s Program.  Fifteen years lat-
er, I am still actively involved with this  
program. 
 

We’ve hosted seven different children and joined togeth-
er with many different local host families who’ve also 
opened their homes to children from this small country, 
with the hope that we could make a difference. 
 
Our first experience hosting, brought us Emma.  Having 
Emma for five weeks allowed us to see Rochester and 
the surrounding area through new eyes.  My family was 
young, my oldest was ten, my son was 8, and I had a 
baby just three years old.  As a young child, far from 
home, Emma had a difficult time at first, and yearned for 
the things she missed at home.  Experiencing Emma 
allowed my children to learn to step back from being the 
center of mom and dad’s attention, and allow someone 
else the limelight.  
  
Our second Belfast child, Linda, was only eleven, and 
fascinated by everything in America, especially the  
numerous squirrels and wildlife in our yard.  We’d  
wander outside every evening to catch fireflies.  She 
was fearful of many things such as going over bridges.  
When she took her first plunge into Lake Ontario off of 
our sailboat, we were all so proud!  My children contin-
ued to recognize the blessings we have through the 
eyes of another child.   
 
The following summer, we were charmed by Michelle.  
Michelle left Belfast at a tumultuous time in her family, 
however, she embraced her experience in America, as 
well as our family.  She absorbed values of education, 
and returned to Belfast as a role model to her siblings 
and other children.  She became such a part of our fami-
ly, that we invited her to return several summers thereaf-
ter, and her unselfish mother back home, allowed her to 
be unofficially adopted into our family.  She continues to 
be a long distance member of our family, returning on 
her own, and her university graduation picture is proudly 
displayed with my own children’s. 
 
With Michelle’s return, we also hosted Gary.  The first 
thing Gary did when he arrived at our home, was take 
his disposable camera and snap pictures of my son’s 
room and from my son’s bedroom window, out into the 
backyard.  We enjoyed showing Gary family solidarity 
and he experienced a week at Boy Scout camp with my 
son and husband.   
 
The next summer, along with Michelle, we hosted Colin.  
Colin was a young and bright Northern Ireland ambassa-
dor, and very inquisitive of our differences in America.   
 

After six years of selling carnations, six benefit concerts, 
six St. Patrick Day parades, it was our youngest daughter’s 
turn to host a child from Belfast.  She first hosted Annie, 
whose sister was also here that summer. 
    
Sara came to us the following summer.  She connected 
well with the others who traveled from Belfast that year, 
and the girls arranged many impromptu Belfast and host 
child get-togethers.  We were happy to welcome her back 
the following summer and continue to share more adven-
tures. 
 
Each summer brought many of the same Rochester  
families, and many new families, together as we shared 
the experience of hosting youth from a different country 
and culture in our homes. We especially enjoyed the  
camaraderie it fostered amongst us.   
 
With the aid of social media, we manage to stay connected 
with many of the Belfast citizens who were once host  
children and the American families that offered “Love, 
Room and Board”.  Our Rochester ICP board is made up 
of former and current host family members that share the 
enthusiasm for bringing about change in Northern Ireland, 
one child at a time.  Many have served on the board for 
more than the 15 years that I have been involved.   It has 
been and continues to be an enriching and satisfying expe-
rience.  We believe our success is evidenced in Belfast 
board members, who came to us many years ago as  
children whom we hosted in our homes. Now, they work 
together for the improvement of their country, by working 
hard to ensure today’s Belfast children, who remain segre-
gated by neighborhoods and schools, have the same  
opportunity to visit America through the Irish Children’s 
Program as they once had. 
 
Through the years, the ICP has experienced many  
challenges.  Once we brought over groups of 30 children, 
and Rochester area families opened their homes in great 
numbers.  More recently, it has been difficult to find fami-
lies willing to host, which saddens those of us who have 
experienced the joy of bringing a child from Belfast into our 
homes for that fun-filled month of July. But our hope is to 
get the word out once again to area families with children, 
couples without children or grown children, as well as  
singles. 
 
Yet another challenge is fundraising.  Airfare has climbed 
to a high of $1400.  Host families are not required to pay 
the airfare, although they do assist with fundraising 
through our annual carnation sales and benefit concert.  
Often, there remains a financial gap, and we continue to 
look to our community to assist us with raising the funds 
needed to continue our mission of “peace through under-
standing”, so that we may spread tolerance and under-
standing to the children of Belfast, Northern Ireland. 
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DONATIONS CAN BE MAILED TO  
ADDRESS ON LAST PAGE OR 

ONLINE AT OUR  
WEBSITE:  http://

www.irishchildrensprogram.com 

See you at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade—Saturday, March 14! 

Looking forward to more summer fun & memories!! 
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A Belfast / Rochester Experience — Eamonn Ward 

I was lucky enough to have been selected for the ICP in 2003, when I was 13, and a student 
of St. Joseph’s College; (equivalent to high school in America). I’ve lived my whole life in an 
area called the Short Strand, the only Catholic neighbourhood in East Belfast, which is a  
predominately Loyalist area. It’s situated close to the city centre. It’s a great place to live, and 
home to some fantastic people, although it has seen violent times during “trouble,” which was 
something no child should ever experience. Luckily the trouble has calmed down. There is still 
unrest at times but it appears that we would be over the worst. 
 
I was like many students aged 13. I liked to mess around. I did enjoy learning, but my atten-
tion was easily brought to something else, usually not educational. This of course wasn’t  
going to benefit me in the long term and my teachers knew this. 
 
I’m sure I wasn’t the easiest pupil, so when I was selected for the ICP I couldn’t believe it.  
The class was dismissed and I was asked to wait behind. One million thoughts ran through 

my head, thinking, what have I done wrong, or been caught doing wrong. When told I had been selected to travel 
to America, I thought it was a joke. Once I realised it was true, and I wasn’t being wound up, I couldn’t take the 
smile off my face. I was over the moon! 
 
There were students from different schools in Belfast also selected, both boys and girls, ages 11-14, Catholic and 
Protestant. Very few programs existed at the time which brought both Catholics and Protestants together in  
Belfast. 
 
In the months leading up to travelling to America, a number of events were organised for us Belfast kids, like 
sporting trips and a residential weekend retreat, which helped us get to know each other. In Rochester we would 
stay with host families and were matched with someone of a similar age and interests who would be the “host 
child”. 
 
Some might think what is the point in these events leading up to the trip to America? What it showed us was that 
we were all interested in the same things; playing sports, competing in outdoor activities and just generally hang-
ing around and talking to each other. We enjoyed doing these things with each other and religion didn’t matter. 
We were integrated and everyone had fun. 
 
Once we arrived in America we were all excited, and a little nervous, as we met our host families. It took me a few 
days, but once I settled in everything seemed normal and the Zale family made me feel at great ease. It was a 
great fit for me. 
 
When I first travelled to America with the ICP, almost 35 kids travelled with me.  
We made fantastic lifelong friends both in Belfast and Rochester because of it.   
My host family opened up their doors to me and gave me some of the greatest 
summers of my life. I have made the trip to their home seven times now and they 
have visited my family twice. It really is friendships for life, and a second family. 
 
Once I aged out of the ICP, I went back privately and travelled to America alone. 
The program had given me the confidence to travel thousands of miles and navi-
gate some of the busiest airports in the world. 
 
If it weren’t for the ICP I don’t know if I would’ve ever gone to America, seen NYC, 
Boston, and Cape Cod along with many other amazing places. I wouldn’t want to 
think what my life would be like if I hadn’t met some of the people that helped 
change my life for the better, especially the Zale family. 
  
 
Meeting new people and seeing new places through the ICP added to my desire to 
see more new places and meet more new people and 
to do this I knew I would have to work harder at home.  

 
 

INTERESTED IN HOSTING NEXT  
SUMMER?  VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND CLICK ON THE 

EMAIL LINK ON OUR MAIN PAGE.   
 http://www.irishchildrensprogram.com  

Cont’d. on Page 5 —>  

Young Eamonn in USA 
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Eamonn Ward (cont’d from Page 4) 
 
I’m currently studying whilst working full time. It can be tough managing my work load. When I look back, I wish I had 
completed all my studies when I was younger and achieved everything I wanted by this stage. If it weren’t for the ICP,  
I don’t know if I’d ever gone back to my education. 
 
If anyone has the chance to be part of the ICP in any capacity, they should jump at it and take it with both hands. I’m of 
course going to be biased, but I think I got paired up with the best family in ICP, but then every Belfast kid who has been 
through the ICP will almost certainly say that about their American host family.   I don’t know what it’s like to be a host 
family or open up your doors to a stranger from Belfast. I can only hope its half as rewarding as it is for a child from  
Belfast who comes to America, because if it is, then the program benefits everyone. 
 
To this day, I still don’t know which teacher recommended me to go to America with the ICP, but I’m grateful and will 
forever be indebted, as they gave me the chance to have something that money can’t buy. 
 
There isn’t as much “trouble” in Belfast nowadays as there was when I first went on the program. Tensions flare up every 
now and again over controversial issues such as the marching season and the 12th July along with the flag issues over 
city hall, but this doesn’t mean the ICP is finished. It has certainly served a purpose in many people’s lives, but that 
should just reinforce the point that it needs to continue and grow. Let’s hope the ICP continues for a long time yet. 

Focus on Eamonn McCormack 
The Irish Children’s Program of Rochester 
is grateful for its many friends, which is 
why we’re dedicating space in our news-
letters to tell you a little something about 
each one, and what they have meant to 
us. It might take the next decade to ac-
complish mentioning each one! 
 
When Eamonn McCormack first heard of 

our goal to ‘bring peace to Northern Ireland through under-
standing, one child at a time,’ he gave it some thought, and 
decided, “It has to start somewhere; even if one or two kids 
go home with a different opinion of one another.” He knew 
this opportunity wouldn’t exist at home, so coming here was 
best. 
 
Eamonn grew up in Limerick, in the Republic of Ireland.  
Following his father’s example of service, he joined the  
Reserve Defense Force in the Republic, at the age of four-
teen. The required age was seventeen, but no one checked 
his age, or noticed his uniform was way too big. He says it 
was where he got used to taking orders.  
 
At seventeen, he served in the Irish Defense Force. He  
patrolled the borders between the Republic and Northern 
Ireland during the height of The Troubles, and later drove a 
tour bus into Belfast, through the divided communities. The 
division and hatred he saw during The Troubles broke his 
heart.  
 
“One person unwilling to speak to another because they’re 
Catholic or they’re Protestant; we’re one kind, human-kind, 
and one race, the human race in the eyes of The Almighty.” 
As founder of The Wild Geese, Eamonn took donations for 

the ICP whenever the band played because he support-
ed our intentions. But one day he saw the fruits of it, and 
embraced us. 
 
“It happened the first time I saw the children and the ex-
pressions on their faces. They looked so excited as they 
were making new friends.” 
 
Eamonn came to the summer events while the Belfast 
children were here, spent time talking with them and got 
to know a few. 
 
“One little girl wrote me a letter when she returned home. 
It came right from the heart,” he said. “I read it to others 
and it brought grown men to tears.”  
 
She wrote how happy she was to have come here, to 
have made new friends and to have met him; and how it 
didn’t matter being Catholic or Protestant. She said it 
was good to go out and play without looking over her 
shoulder, worried about getting hurt because of being 
Catholic or Protestant. 
 
For many years, Eamonn and the Wild Geese donated 
their time and talents to our annual ICP Benefit Concert/ 
Silent Auction. Even now, though the Geese have  
retired, he encourages other local musicians to donate 
their talent as well. 
 
And the patrons at Caverly’s Irish Pub know 
he’ll encourage them to fill the ICP can on the 
counter when he’s tending bar, especially in 
the count-down to Saint Patrick’s Day.  
 
“Have change in your pockets?” he asks. “Put it 
in there.” 



 

 
E-mail: 
president@irishchildrens
program.com 

Your business tag line here. 

Visit us on the Web:  http://
www.irishchildrensprogram.com 
and on Facebook:  http://
www.facebook.com/
irishchildrensprogram 

 
ADDRESS LABEL 

DONATIONS CAN BE 
MAILED TO RETURN  

ADDRESS BELOW OR 
ONLINE AT OUR  

WEBSITE 

ICP Rochester Board Members—
Seated:  Bob Tucker , Gina Michener  
(President), Tim Cassidy.   
Middle Row:  Kathy Salvati, Kathy 
Mashewske, Suzanne Donahue, Angela 
Zale.   
Top Row:  Cindy Storace, Paul  
Donahue, David Mashewske, Kathy  
Danzinger, Sue Flanagan. 
Missing:  Jeff Danzinger , Elaine Har t, 
Stephanie Cassidy  

Irish Children’s Program of Rochester 
PO Box 22983 
Rochester, NY   14692 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2015:  12:00-6:00 PM 
BENEFIT CONCERT & SILENT AUCTION 

THE GERMAN HOUSE, 315 GREGORY ST, ROCHESTER 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE (ABOVE) FOR ADVANCE TICKETS 


